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SUBJECT: MILITARY TAKES HARD LINE ON DEALS WITH KIDNAPPERS 

1 . ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS AND RADIO REPORTS, A DEFENSE 
MINISTRY SPOKESMAN STATED LAST WEEK THAT THE ARMED FORCES WOULD 
REFUSE TO MAKE ' DEALS" WITH GUERRILLAS FOR THE RELEASE OF 
CAPTURED PRISONERS. THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS IN APPARENT RESPONSE 
TO REPORTED DEMANDSBY THE LEFTIST GUERRILLA GROUP ELN THAT 

ELN PRISONERS IN THE HANDS OF GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES BE 
RELEASEDIN EXCHANGE FOR A BANK EXECUTIVE, ITALIAN NATIONAL 
GIUSEPPE MONDINI, KIDNAPPED ON MARCH 11. 

2. COMMENT: THE DEFENSE MINISTRY STATEMENT IS THE LATEST 
ARTICULATION OF GOC POLICY ON DEALING WITH DEMANDS FROM 
KIDNAPPERS. THIS POLICY HAS GENERALLY PROHIBITED THE PAYMENT 
OF RANSOM OR ANY OTHER QUID PRO QUO IN KIDNAPPING CASES. 

AND HAS BEEN ENFORCED ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS WHEN AUTHORITIES 
HAVE IMPEDED RANSOM PAYMENTS. ON OTHER OCCASIONS, HOWEVER, 

SUCH AS IN THE COOPER AND SUARMIENTO KIDNAPPINGS, THE 
GOC HAS SUSPENDED THIS POLICY AS A RESULT OF DIRECT 
INTERVENTIONS WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ BY ASSOCIATES OR 
FAMILIES OF THE KIDNAP VICTIMS. 

3. COLOMBIAN LEGISLATION PROVIDES SOME LATITUDE IN THESE 
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MATTERS. ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO SPECIFIC LEGAL PROHIBITION 
REGARDING RANSOM PAYMENTS. MORE GENERAL LEGISLATION DOES 
EXIST WHICH CAN BE APPLIED AGAINST RANSOM PAYMENTS IF THE 
GOVERNMENT SO WISHES. 
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